THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
(…)
X. Equality before the Law
ARTICLE 10. (As amended on May 7, 2010)
All individuals are equal without any discrimination before the law, irrespective of language,
race, colour, sex, political opinion, philosophical belief, religion and sect, or any such
considerations.
(…)
IV. Suspension of the Exercise of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
ARTICLE 15. (As amended on May 22, 2004)
In times of war, mobilization, martial law, or state of emergency, the exercise of fundamental
rights and freedoms can be partially or entirely suspended, or measures may be taken, to the
extent required by the exigencies of the situation, which derogate the guarantees embodied in
the Constitution, provided that obligations under international law are not violated.
Even under the circumstances indicated in the first paragraph, the individual’s right to life,
and the integrity of his or her material and spiritual entity shall be inviolable except where
death occurs through lawful act of warfare; no one may be compelled to reveal his or her
religion, conscience, thought or opinion, nor be accused on account of them; offences and
penalties may not be made retroactive, nor may anyone be held guilty until so proven by a
court judgment.
(…)
VI. Freedom of Religion and Conscience
ARTICLE 24. Everyone has the right to freedom of conscience, religious belief and
conviction.
Acts of worship, religious services, and ceremonies shall be conducted freely, provided that
they do not violate the provisions of Article 14.
No one shall be compelled to worship, or to participate in religious ceremonies and rites, to
reveal religious beliefs and convictions, or be blamed or accused because of his religious
beliefs and convictions.
Education and instruction in religion and ethics shall be conducted under state supervision
and control. Instruction in religious culture and moral education shall be compulsory in the
curricula of primary and secondary schools. Other religious education and instruction shall be
subject to the individual’s own desire, and in the case of minors, to the request of their legal
representatives.
No one shall be allowed to exploit or abuse religion or religious feelings, or things held

sacred by religion, in any manner whatsoever, for the purpose of personal or political
influence, or for even partially basing the fundamental, social, economic, political, and legal
order of the state on religious tenets.

